A clinical pathway for ostomy care in the home: process and development.
The health care environment is changing rapidly both in form and funding. Recognition of the need for organized, cost-efficient services across the health care continuum has resulted in a model identified as a clinical pathway. This article compares and contrasts key elements of the clinical pathway model as they apply to the acute care setting versus the home care setting. An example of a clinical pathway for ostomy patients in the home care setting is presented, followed by a discussion of its development, pilot testing, and outcomes evaluation. Conclusions regarding the validity of clinical pathways in home care are discussed, and the need for further research is considered.